Recommendations

and observations
regarding the

BELIZE

[200/-202 1

N\

7 AN\, UNITED NATIONS

1‘/’ HUMAN RIGHTS

W OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER






Recommendations

and observations
regarding the

BELIZE

[200/-2021



CREDITS

RECOMMENDATIONS AND
OBSERVATIONS REGARDING THE
HUMAN RIGHTS OF MIGRANTS

Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Panama and the
Dominican Republic

[2007-2021].

7\ \) UNITED NATIONS
‘\’x y HUMAN RIGHTS

W OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner

for Human Rights (OHCHR) is part of the Secretariat of the Uni-
ted Nations. Its mandate was established in resolution 48/141

of the General Assembly of the United Nations.

The Regional Office for Central America of the OHCHR, located
in Panama, promotes the awareness and enjoyment of human
rights; collaborates with State institutions and civil society orga-
nizations to develop and strengthen capacities, especially within
the national sphere, for the promotion and protection of human
rights, in accordance with international norms. The Regional
Office covers Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Pana-

ma, and the Dominican Republic.

© REGIONAL OFFICE FOR CENTRAL AMERICA OF THE UNITED

NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

GENERAL COORDINATION
Byron Cardenas Velasquez
Human Rights Officer

COMPILATION

Felix Gomez

Human Rights Officer
Andrea Ospina Quintero
Consultant

DESIGN AND LAYOUT
Claudia Chita

PHOTOGRAPHS

P. 9: Vic Hinterlang - Shutterstock

P.11: frank mckenna - Unsplash

P.14: Surizar - Flickr

P. 17: Bofu Shaw - Unsplash

P. 19: Isabel Coello - EU/ECHO

P. 21: Maksym Kaharlytskyi on Unsplash
P.24: R.D. Smith - Unsplash

P.27: Tingey Injury Law Firm - Unsplash
P. 30: Rawpixel

P. 33: Dmitrij Paskevic - Unsplash

P. 39: Michael Bob - Unsplash

Version financed by the Treaty Body
Capacity Building Programme TB-CBP

Panama, OHCHR © 2021

BELIZE

Credits


https://unsplash.com/@frankiefoto?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/diversity?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@hikeshaw?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/dentist?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@qwitka?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/files?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@rd421?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/jail?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@tingeyinjurylawfirm?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/justice?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@zeak?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/justice?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText

CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION
METHODOLOGY

@ O

RECOMMENDATIONS AND OBSERVATIONS REGARDING THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF
MIGRANTS

BELIZE 9

TOPICS:

1
1

11
17

)
)
VUL
1X

Child Prote@CtioN ..o, 11
Prevention and proteCtion ... 14
Economic, social and cultural rights ... 17
Equality and non-disCrimination ...........c.cocoocoiiiiiiieeee 19
Rights related to name, identity and nationality ... 21
Conditions of detention ... 24
Administration and access to JUSHICe ... 27
Data collection and researCh ... 30
Constitutional and legislative framework ... 33
Ratification of and accession of international instruments ........... 39

BELIZE

5 Contents



INTRODUCTION

The Regional Office for Central America and the Ca-
ribbean presents the compilation of recommenda-
tions and observations regarding the human rights of
migrants that the Mechanisms for the protection of
numan rights of the United Nations have formulated
for Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Panama,
and the Dominican Republic from 200/ to 2021. The
United Nations Treaty Bodies and the Special Procedu-
res have issued recommendations and observations to
the States in matters pertaining to the human rights of
people in a situation of mobility: migrants; applicants
for refugee status; refugees; internally displaced, and
stateless people. Likewise, the Human Rights Council
has compiled the recommendations on these topics
made within the framework of the Universal Periodic
Review. In this document, the Regional Office intends
to support the States in their compliance with these
recommendations.

It is hoped that international human rights standards
will serve as the foundation for the construction of le-
gal frameworks, and public policies, for the governan-
ce of migration.

Migration is a particularly relevant topic in Central
America. Although the regional States are mostly iden-
tified as countries of origin of migrants and of inter-
nationally protected individuals, they are in truth also
transit, destination, and return countries. In this regard,
itis of vital importance for their protection to recogni-
ze that people in situations of mobility are entitled to
rights, regardless of their migratory status and nationa-
lity. It is also important for this protection to fall within
the international obligations that States have assumed
through human rights instruments.

From the Regional Office, we are watching with spe-
cial interest the efforts made by States to comply with
the previously mentioned recommendations, as well
as the cooperation undertaken with international me-
chanisms for human rights, during the review of com-
pliance with the international obligations entered into
on this subject. Nevertheless, joint efforts among Sta-
tes are necessary to advance a regional human rights
agenda on the topic of human mobility.
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The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Ri-
ghts, Michelle Bachelet, has acknowledged the com-
plexity and challenges faced by the States of origin,
transit, and destination of migrants in the region. She
has therefore asked for concerted efforts to address
the structural causes which force people to migrate to
other countries. The High Commissioner has also hi-
ghlighted the importance of implementing “cross-cu-
tting policies that take into account the complex fac-
tors that promote migration, such as insecurity; sexual
and gender violence; discrimination; poverty; the ad-
verse effects of climate change; and environmental
deterioration.” She also noted that these efforts must
also address the various human rights violations that
migrants experience during the migratory cycle.

This compilation also includes the recommendations
and observations made by the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs). This offers a broader and com-
plementary reading of the obligations of States to the
SDGs, in order to advance toward inclusive protection
in alignment with the principle of not leaving anyone
behind.

To conclude, the recommendations pertaining to
human rights that Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Ni-
caragua, Panama, and the Dominican Republic have
received from international human rights mechanis-
ms represent a substantial contribution to address the
various challenges they face to recognize, promote,
and protect the rights of migrants. They are likewise
a gquide for authorities, who have currently prioritized
tackling the situation of migrants in Central America
on their agendas.

Alberto Brunori
Representative of the Regional Office for Central America
and the Dominican Republic of the United Nations High

Commissioner for Human Rights
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METHODOLOGY

This compilation and systematization con-
tains the recommendations and observa-
tions made by international mechanisms for
the protection of human rights of the United
Nations system. These include the Treaty Bo-
dies, Special Procedures, and the Universal
Periodic Review in matters of human mobili-
ty, which have been issued for Panama, Cos-
ta Rica, El Salvador, the Dominican Republic,
Nicaragua, and Belize from 2007 to 2021.

The systematization that was made groups
recommendations and observations by
country and according to topic order. The
topics identified for each State are provided
by the Universal Human Rights Index (UHRI).2
This index is based on the human rights si-
tuation of migrants; applicants for refugee
status; refugees; and internally displaced per-
sons that was analyzed by the international
mechanisms. Considering this process, the
topics for each State do not coincide in their
entirety. This compilation, however, is gui-
ded by the following classification of topics:

« Child protection
* Prevention and protection

e« Economic, social, and cultural rights

e Equality and non-discrimination

» Rights related to name, identity, and

nationality
« Migratory detention

« Administration and access to justice

e Data collection and research

e Legal and institutional reform/adaptation
 Ratification/Acceptance of international

iINnstruments

The recommendations and observations are
organized into topic tables in chronologi-
cal order, starting with the most recent and
ending with the oldest ones. They are also
referenced to the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), according to the classifica-
tion followed by the UHRI. This document
is based on the UHRI, the main search tool
for the recommendations and observations
made by the international human rights me-
chanisms.

1 Universal Index of Human Rights. Available at: https://uhri.ohchr.org/en/about
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5 RECOMMENDATIONS
AND OBSERVATIONS
linked to SDG’S

Human Rights
Reports on Belize

Human Rights Committee
(CCPR/C/BLZ/CO/1/ADD.1) (2018)
Universal Periodic Review

(A/HRC/40/14) (2018)

Committee on the Protection of the Rights

of All Migrant Workers and Members of
Their Families (CMW/C/BLZ/CO/1) (2014)
Special Rapporteur on trafficking in

persons, especially women and children
(A/HRC/26/37/Add.6) (2014)

Human Rights Committee
(CCPR/C/BLZ/CO/1) (2013)

Universal Periodic Review
(A/HRC/25/13) (2013)

Committee on the Elimination of

Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW/C/BLZ/CO/4) (2007)

BELIZE
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https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2fC%2fBLZ%2fCO%2f1%2fAdd.1&Lang=es
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G18/292/25/PDF/G1829225.pdf?OpenElement
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CMW%2fC%2fBLZ%2fCO%2f1&Lang=es
https://spinternet.ohchr.org/Download.aspx?SymbolNo=A%2fHRC%2f26%2f37%2fAdd.6&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2fC%2fBLZ%2fCO%2f1&Lang=es
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G13/157/67/PDF/G1315767.pdf?OpenElement
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CEDAW%2fC%2fBLZ%2fCO%2f4&Lang=es

RECOME

ACTONESIYNOBSERVACIONES :DERERECHOS I HUMAN O

1ISOBRELAS PERSONASIMIGRANTE

SDG CONTENT MECHANISM TYPE DOCUMENT YEAR
CODE
7 96 Establish a total prohibition on hiring and employing Universal Periodic Recommendation A/HRC/40/14 2018
. all migrant children under the age of 14, and intensify Review
efforts to combat the work of migrant children (Costa Rica);
3 The Committee regrets the lack of information on me- Committee on the © Observation CMW/C/BLZ/CO/1 - 2014
.asures taken by the State party to facilitate family Protection of the
reunification. Rights of All Mi-
grant Workers
and Members
of Their Families
No SDG 3 The Committee recommends that the State party Committee on the =~ Recommendation CMW/C/BLZ/CO/1 - 2014
linked yet . provide specific information in its next periodic report Protection of the

on practical measures taken to facilitate family reunification.

Rights of All Mi-
grant Workers
and Members
of Their Families

11

Child Protection


https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G18/292/25/PDF/G1829225.pdf?OpenElement
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CMW%2fC%2fBLZ%2fCO%2f1&Lang=es
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CMW%2fC%2fBLZ%2fCO%2f1&Lang=es

3 The Committee regrets that no official information
. has been made available concerning the general situa-
tion of children of migrant workers in the State party.

3 The Committee recommends that the State party con-
.duct a nationwide study on migrant children, including
both migrant children in the State party and children of Belizean
migrant workers abroad who have been left behind in the State

party, in order to better design policies and programmes.

3 While noting that the Labour Act (2000) prohibits chil-
.dren under 14 years of age from entering into con-
tracts (sect. 54.1), the Committee is seriously concerned that
the Labour Act allows for the employment of children, 12 years
of age and under, particularly in agriculture or horticulture (sect.

170). Furthermore, the Committee is concerned that the Labour
Act permits the employment of children, 16 years of age, to per-

form high-risk and hazardous tasks, including operating trim-
mers or mechanical stokers, and does not specify basic safety
conditions for their well-being.

3 The Committee recommends that the State party:

. a) Repeal discriminatory provisions in section 170 of
the Labour Act (2000) that authorizes the employment of chil-
dren under the age of 12 years, including migrant children,
and ensure a full ban on the recruitment and employment of all
children under 14 years of age;

d) Ensure that every employed migrant child below the age

of 16 is not subjected to hazardous or high-risk activities,

and that they perform tasks that are age appropriate and that
do not interfere with their schooling and leisure time;

e) Redouble efforts within the framework of the 2009 National
Child Labour Policy and the National Plan of Action for Chil-
dren and Adolescents (2004-2015) to ensure the protection

of children below the age of 18 against the worst forms of child
labour.

Committee on the
Protection of the
Rights of All Mi-
grant Workers

and Members

of Their Families

Committee on the
Protection of the
Rights of All Mi-
grant Workers

and Members

of Their Families

Committee on the
Protection of the
Rights of All Mi-
grant Workers

and Members

of Their Families

Committee on the
Protection of the
Rights of All Mi-
grant Workers

and Members

of Their Families

Observation

Recommendation

Observation

Recommendation

BELIZE

CMW/C/BLZ/CO/L - 2014

CMW/C/BLZ/CO/1 - 2014

CMW/C/BLZ/CO/1 - 2014

CMW/C/BLZ/CO/1 - 2014

12

Child Protection


https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CMW%2fC%2fBLZ%2fCO%2f1&Lang=es
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CMW%2fC%2fBLZ%2fCO%2f1&Lang=es
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CMW%2fC%2fBLZ%2fCO%2f1&Lang=es
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CMW%2fC%2fBLZ%2fCO%2f1&Lang=es

No SDG
linked yet

9 1 Halt the practice of detention and deportation of chil-

.dren, as this contravenes the principle of the best inte-
rests of the child and the principle of non-discrimination ens-
hrined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, to which
Belize is a party.

Special Rappor- Recommendation
teur on trafficking

in persons, es-

pecially women

and children

A/HRC/26/37/Add.6 2014

BELIZE
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https://spinternet.ohchr.org/Download.aspx?SymbolNo=A%2fHRC%2f26%2f37%2fAdd.6&Lang=en

RECOMENDACIONES Y OBSERVACIONES:DE DERECHOS HUMANQOS
SOBRE 'LAS PERSONAS MIGRANTES

PREVENTION AND

PROTECTION

SDG CONTENT MECHANISM TYPE DOCUMENT YEAR
CODE

No SDG 3 The Committee is concerned about the situation Committee on the Observation CMW/C/BLZ/CO/1 2014

linked yet . of people requiring international protection, and notes - Protection of the : :

that the Refugee Eligibility Committee has been inactive since
1997, which has a negative impact on all persons in need of hu-
manitarian protection and assistance, including the fulfilment
of the non-refoulement principle.

4 The Committee notes the enactment of the Trafficking
.in Persons (Prohibition) Act (2013), which incorporates

ticular, the Committee notes that the new legislation contains,
inter alia, a broad definition of trafficking and trafficking-related
offences; recognizes the international and national dimensions

trafficking as an indictable offence before the Supreme Court.
However, the Committee is concerned:

" Rights of All Mi-
- grant Workers
- and Members
- of Their Families

Committee on the
- Protection of the

broader and stronger provisions on trafficking than its predeces-
sor, the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons Act 18/2003. In par-

-~ Rights of All Mi-
- grant Workers

: and Members
: of Their Families

of trafficking by individuals or criminal groups; recognizes its ex-
traterritorial jurisdiction as regards trafficking; establishes the An-
ti-Trafficking in Persons Council, with broad powers; and defines

- Observation

 CMW/C/BLZ/CO/L 2014

14

Prevention and Protection


https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CMW%2fC%2fBLZ%2fCO%2f1&Lang=es
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CMW%2fC%2fBLZ%2fCO%2f1&Lang=es

a) That under the previous legislation, no convictions had been
carried out since 2005, and that since 2013, under the new
legislation, only a few convictions have been successfully
prosecuted;

b) At the failure of the State party to adequately identify victims
of trafficking, especially migrant workers in an irreqular situation;
c) At the lack of awareness and understanding of State officials
dealing with cases of trafficking, as well as corruption and the
involvement of law enforcement agents in criminal trafficking
activities;

d) At information concerning sexual exploitation of migrant chil-
dren and the prevalence of sex tourism in the country.

4 The Committee recommends that the State party stren-
. gthen its efforts to combat trafficking in persons, in parti-

cular women and children, and that it:

a) Promptly, effectively and impartially investigate, prosecute

and punish all acts of trafficking in persons, including sexual

exploitation of children from disadvantaged families and other

related offences, and deal expeditiously with the cases filed

against illegal recruiters;

b) Enhance existing identification procedures; develop referral

mechanisms to improve assistance to victims of trafficking,

with the involvement of service providers and the Ombudsper-

son; and establish hotlines for anonymous referrals of potential

victims;

c) Amend the current Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition)

Act (2013) to create hybrid offences that could be tried by either

the Supreme Court or Magistrate Courts;

d) Reinforce the mechanisms of support, rehabilitation, protec-

tion and redress, including the State-funded social rehabilita-

tion services and assistance in reporting incidents of trafficking

to law enforcement officials, and ensure their availability to all

victims of trafficking, including at provincial and local levels;

e) Enhance training and capacity-building for law enforcement

officials, judges, prosecutors, labour inspectors, service pro-

viders, teachers and embassy and consular personnel in the

State party;

f) Carry out an assessment of the effectiveness, and monitor

the implementation, of the Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition)

Act (2013), in particular with respect to corruption and complicity

Committee on the Recommendation
Protection of the

Rights of All Mi-

grant Workers

and Members

of Their Families

CMW/C/BLZ/CO/1 - 2014

BELIZE
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https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CMW%2fC%2fBLZ%2fCO%2f1&Lang=es

No SDG
linked yet

of public officials with trafficking, capacity-building for prose-
cutors, magistrates and judges dealing with cases of trafficking,
and include relevant statistical data in its next periodic report;
g) Intensify efforts to raise awareness on trafficking in persons,
in particular as regards misleading and false information regar-
ding the migration process; place public information materials
in all transport terminals, in order to educate the public about
trafficking and protection of migrants, in particular conduc-
ting campaigns in the tourism sector to prevent sex tourism;
and encourage the private sector to adopt a cezero tolerance’
policy to sex tourism and to protect children against trafficking
and commercial sexual exploitation;

h) Systematically collect disaggregated data on trafficking

in persons.

106. Ensure the safe return of trafficked victims to their country
of origin, having due regard to the need, if any, for international
protection of the victims and the application of the principle
of non-refoulement, in collaboration with IOM and UNHCR.

97.18 Strengthen measures against trafficking in persons

by effectively implementing the Trafficking in Persons Prohibi-
tion Act, and investigating, prosecuting and punishing those res-
ponsible, as well as ensuring respect for victims' right to asylum
(Irlanda);

21. While the Committee notes the enactment of the Trafficking
in Persons (Prohibition) Act in 2003, the Committee is concer-
ned that Belize is becoming a destination country for trafficked
women from El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua.
The Committee is also concerned about the lack of information
regarding the extent of trafficking and exploitation of prosti-
tution in the country, and the potential negative impact that
increased tourism could have on the incidence of prostitution
and trafficking.

Special Rappor- Recommendation
teur on trafficking

in persons, es-

pecially women

and children

Universal Periodic Recommendation

Review

Committee on the Observation
Elimination of Dis-
crimination against

Women

A/HRC/26/37/Add.6 2014
A/HRC/25/13 (EPU, 2013) © 2013
CEDAW/C/BLZ/CO/4 - 2007

BELIZE
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https://spinternet.ohchr.org/Download.aspx?SymbolNo=A%2fHRC%2f26%2f37%2fAdd.6&Lang=en
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G13/157/67/PDF/G1315767.pdf?OpenElement
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CEDAW%2fC%2fBLZ%2fCO%2f4&Lang=es

SDG

CONTENT

MECHANISM

TYPE

No SDG
linked yet

7 19 Grant asylum seekers the opportunity to apply for a
. Work permit in order to be able to support themselves
and their family members (Cote d'lvoire);

2 The Committee notes with concern that section 42 of

. the Labour (Amendment) Act (2011) protects migrant
workers from discrimination only with respect to unfair dismis-
sal or discipline. The Committee is concerned that most labour
complaints came from migrant workers from neighbouring
countries in Central America.

2 The Committee recommends that the State party amend
. the Labour (Amendment) Act (2011) to ensure that

its legislation and practice is in compliance with article 25 of

the Convention. In particular, the Committee recommends

that the State party take all necessary measures to ensure that

all migrant workers receive equally favourable treatment as that

applied to nationals of the State party and that irregular migrant

workers are not deprived of any labour rights by reason of their

irregularity.

Universal Periodic
Review

Committee on the
Protection of the
Rights of All Mi-
grant Workers

and Members

of Their Families

Committee on the
Protection of the
Rights of All Mi-
grant Workers

and Members

of Their Families

Recommendation

Observation

Recommendation

DOCUMENT YEAR
CODE

A/HRC/40/14 2018
CMW/C/BLZ/CO/1 2014
CMW/C/BLZ/CO/1 2014

17

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights


https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G18/292/25/PDF/G1829225.pdf?OpenElement
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CMW%2fC%2fBLZ%2fCO%2f1&Lang=es
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CMW%2fC%2fBLZ%2fCO%2f1&Lang=es

No SDG
linked yet

93. Review the existing provisions for the delivery of seasonal
or temporary workers’ permits.

Special Rappor- Recommendation
teur on trafficking

in persons, es-

pecially women

and children

A/HRC/26/37/Add.6 2014

BELIZE
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https://spinternet.ohchr.org/Download.aspx?SymbolNo=A%2fHRC%2f26%2f37%2fAdd.6&Lang=en

RECOMENDACIONES Y OBSERVACIONES DE DERECHOS HUMANOS
SOBRE LAS PERSONAS MIGRANTES

EQUALITY AND
NON-DISCRIMINATION

SDG CONTENT MECHANISM TYPE DOCUMENT YEAR
CODE
1 The Committee is also concerned about section 5 (1) Human Rights Observation CCPR/C/BLZ/CO/1/ADDL 2018
. of the Immigration Act (2000), which prohibits entry - Committee : : :

into the State party to certain categories of foreigners on the
basis of their health status, disability, sexual orientation or other
status, including persons with physical or psychosocial disability,
persons identified by immigration authorities as homosexuals

or prostitutes (arts. 2 and 26).

1 The State party should: (a) adopt comprehensive civil - Human Rights - Recommendation = CCPR/C/BLZ/COM/ADDL - 2018
-and administrative legislation against discrimination that = Committee : 1 1

includes a definition of discrimination, both direct and indirect,

including in the private sphere, and contains a non-exhaustive

list of grounds of discrimination, including, inter alia, language,

religious belief, sexual orientation and gender identity; (b) pro-

vide access to effective and appropriate remedies for all victims

of discrimination; and (c) review section 5 (1) of the Immigration

Act (2000) and ensure that any person who has been denied :

entry on such discriminatory grounds has access to effective

remedies.

19 Equality and Non-Discrimination


https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2fC%2fBLZ%2fCO%2f1%2fAdd.1&Lang=es
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2fC%2fBLZ%2fCO%2f1%2fAdd.1&Lang=es

1 While noting with interest that the principle of non-discri-
. mination is enshrined in the 1981 Constitution of Belize,
the Committee remains gravely concerned at the discrimina-
tory provisions contained in Chapter 156 of the Immigration
Act (2000), relating to foreign nationals. In particular, the Com-
mittee is concerned that entry can be denied to a migrant wor-
ker and dependent children under 16 years of age on discrimi-
natory grounds, including health or medical status, irrespective
of whether or not there is a risk or danger to public health; phy-
sical or psychosocial disability, if it is considered likely to beco-
me a burden on public funds; as well as to homosexuals; pros-
titutes; and persons suffering from a communicable disease,
including migrant workers living with HIV/AIDs. The Committee
is also concerned that Section 24 (4) (c) of the Act empowers
immigration officers to request any migrant worker wishing
to enter the country to undergo a medical examination, on the
basis of such discriminatory grounds.

Committee on the Observation
Protection of the

Rights of All Mi-

grant Workers

and Members

of Their Families

CMW/C/BLZ/CO/1 2014

BELIZE
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Equality and Non-Discrimination


https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CMW%2fC%2fBLZ%2fCO%2f1&Lang=es

RECOMENDACIONES Y OBSERVACIONES DE DERECHOS HUMANOS
SOBRE LAS PERSONAS MIGRANTES

RIGHTS RELATED TO NAME,
IDENTITY AND NATIONALITY

SDG CONTENT MECHANISM TYPE DOCUMENT YEAR
CODE
4 The Committee welcomes the reactivation of the Re- Human Rights Observation CCPR/C/BLZ/CO/I/ADDL 2018
. fugee Eligibility Committee in 2015 and of the Refu- ' : : :

gee Department in 2016. It is concerned, however, about: (a) :
the very limited number of persons granted refugee status since
2015; and (b) the situation of an important number of persons
recommended by the Refugee Eligibility Committee for recog-
nition as refugees since 2015 and still awaiting the final approval
of the Minister of State for Immigration. It is also particularly
concerned about the strict implementation of section 8 (1)

of the Refugees Act (revised in 2000) which provides for a very
short deadline for asylum applications, i.e. 14 days after entry

into the territory, without exception, even in the cases of victims
of torture and human trafficking, severely traumatized persons
and unaccompanied minors. The Committee is concerned

that the current implementation of the 14-day deadline places
asylum seekers at risk of detention and refoulement (arts. 7,

9 and 13).
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77 9 Adopt national legislation on statelessness, in par-
. ticular regarding a statelessness determination
procedure to identify and guarantee the rights and protection
of stateless persons (Mexico);

/7.9

Adopt comprehensive legislation establishing
a statelessness determination procedure to iden-

tify and guarantee the rights and protection of stateless persons

(Serbia).

3 The Committee notes that nationality in the State party
.is based on jus soli, whereby every child born in the

territory of the State party automatically becomes a national

of the country. However, the Committee remains concerned

at persistent challenges in accessing birth registration, including

by children of irregular migrants, particularly in rural areas, whic
greatly impairs their right to access social services.

3 The Committee recommends that the State party take
. steps to make birth registration procedures more effi-
cient and provide birth certificates for all children born in the
State party, in accordance with article 29 of the Convention.
The Committee further recommends that the State party carry
out awareness-raising campaigns, particularly for vulnerable

populations and in rural areas.

10 Ensure that trafficked persons are provided with tem
. porary residency permits and give due consideration

to the granting of permanent residency status on humanitarian

grounds.

2 2 While taking note of the efforts by the State party

. to improve birth registration such as the establishment
of points of registration at major hospitals, the Committee re-
mains concerned at reports of shortcomings and cumbersome
steps for birth registration such that most children in the State

h

party remain without birth registration certificates. The Commit-

tee is concerned at the lack of information on how the failure
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No SDG
linked yet

to register and obtain birth certificates affects claims for nationa-

lity and social benefits (art. 24).

2 The State party should strengthen its efforts to realize
. birth registration and the provision of birth certificates

for all children, particularly in the rural areas, through appropria-

te interventions such as awareness-raising programmes on the
need to register births and to simplify procedures for registra-
tion. The State party should provide information in its initial
report on the impact of the lack of birth certificates on claims
to nationality and access to social benefits.

1 Review its legislation and practice with a view to ensu-

. ring effective access to asylum procedure and upholding

the principle of non-refoulement(Czech Republic).

Human Rights
Committee

Universal Periodic
Review

Recommendation CCPR/C/BLZ/CO/1 2013
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CONDITIONS
OF DETENTION

SDG CONTENT MECHANISM TYPE DOCUMENT YEAR
CODE
4 The Committee is further concerned at the criminali- Human Rights Observation CCPR/C/BLZ/CO/1/ADDL 2018
. zation of irregular immigrants under the Immigration § Committee : : :

Act (2000) and at reports of indefinite detention of irregular
immigrants, including the shared detention of unaccompanied
minors and convicted persons in poor conditions. It is also
concerned that the Immigration Act provides for immediate
departure, order to leave within 60 days and order for removal
of irregular immigrants without any right of appeal against such
orders (arts. 7, 9, 10 and 13).

77 9 Take steps to decriminalize irregular migration  Universal Periodic ~ Recommendation  A/HRC/40/14 - 2018
. and to guarantee that when the administrative de- = Review : : :
tention of a migrant is necessary, it is carried out for the shortest

time possible and in full compliance with relevant international

standards (Brazil);
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2 The Committee is particularly concerned:

.a) At the criminalization of irregular migrants arising
from certain provisions of the law, such as those contained
in sections 32.3, 334 and 34.1, 2 and 3 of the Immigration

Act (2000);

b) At the treatment of undocumented migrants as criminal

offenders and the period of time that they are detained in prison

before being returned to their countries of origin;
c) At the detention, including indefinite detention, of migrant
workers along with convicts under inhumane conditions

and without basic assistance, including the possibility of seeking

and establishing contact with lawyers and family relatives;
d) That children under 18 years of age, as well as unaccom-
panied minors, are held in detention facilities for committing
infractions listed under the Immigration Act, before being

deported.

2 The Committee recalls that irregular entrance into

. a country or expiration of authorization to stay is an
administrative infraction, not a criminal offence. Consequently,
such situation cannot imply a punitive sanction. The Commit-
tee recalls that children should never be detained on the basis

of their or their parents” immigration status, and urges the State

party to:

a) Remove from the its legislation any provision that considers
any irregular immigration situation as a criminal offence;

b) Take all appropriate measures to ensure that administrative
detention of migrant workers and members of their families
on the basis of their migration status is an exceptional measure
only for the shortest time possible, and adopted in the fra-
mework of a process that includes all due process guarantees;
c) Adopt, by law and in practice, alternative measures to deten-
tion of migrant workers and members of their families;

d) Ensure that migrant workers and members of their families
held in detention centres have access to legal aid and consular

services, that they are held in humane conditions, and that their

treatment is otherwise in full compliance with articles 16 and

17 of the Convention;

e) Cease the detention and expulsion of migrant children on the

basis of their migration status, and ensure that the best interest
of the child and the principle of non-discrimination are taken

as primary considerations.
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BELIZE

9 7 3 Implement legislative provisions to prevent the cri- - Universal Periodic Recommendation A/HRC/25/13 2013
. minalization of irregular migration and to encou- Review

rage the use of alternative measures to deprivation of liberty,
so that the detention of asylum seekers is established as a
measure of last resort, while re-establishing the mechanism
to determine refugee status (Uruguay);
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BELIZE

SDG CONTENT MECHANISM TYPE DOCUMENT YEAR
CODE
2 The Committee is concerned about the limited ac- Committee on the = Observation CMW/C/BLZ/CO/1 - 2014
. cess to justice for migrant workers, regardless of their Protection of the
migration status, due to their lack of awareness of the admi- Rights of All Mi-
nistrative and judicial remedies available to them, of their right grant Workers
to file complaints and obtain effective redress, as well as other and Members

obstacles relating to access to justice, in particular delays in the  of Their Families
delivery of justice attributable to a lack of efficiency in mana-
ging cases and registries of domestic courts. The Committee

is also concerned about the following: (a) The provisions of the
Immigration Act (sect.27.1), which stipulate that “cean immigra-
tion officer who decides that a person is a prohibited immigrant
may (a) order him to leave Belize and proceed immediately

in the same vessel in which he arrived; or (b) order him to leave
Belize within sixty days of entering Belize, and, if the immigra-
tion officer thinks fit, by a specified vessel; or (c) cause him to
be arrested and brought before a magistrate s court with a view
to a removal order being issued B; (b) The denial, stipulated

by law, of the right of appeal against certain decisions, such

as contained in sections 27.2, 28.6 and 30.6, and the lack of free
legal representation, which is available only for capital offences;

27
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(c)The lack of information concerning other administrative, judi-
cial and other remedies available to migrant workers and mem-
bers of their families in the State party, as well as information

on cooperation with countries of origin and existing remedies

in countries of employment.
2 The Committee recommends that the State party:

. a) Take effective measures to ensure that, in any mi-
gration procedure, migrant workers and the members of their
families have access to justice on an equal basis with nationals
of the State party, including by providing free legal assistance,
and guarantee access to complaints procedures, irrespective
of their migration status, as well as redress from the courts
and other mechanisms when their rights under the Convention
are violated,;

b) Systematically inform migrant workers and members of their
families, including those in an irregular situation, about the avai-
lable administrative, judicial and other remedies in the State
party;

c) Ensure that courts and judicial personnel have sufficient
resources to address delays in the delivery of justice, in particu-
lar as regards management of cases and registries of the State
party s courts;

d) Take effective measures, including through agreements with
countries of origin, to ensure that consular and diplomatic staff
accredited in the State party are fully informed of the availa-
ble remedies so as to offer consular protection and assistance
to migrant workers whose rights under the Convention may be
impaired, in accordance with article 23 of the Convention.

2 The Committee urges the State party to:

.a) Ensure that collective expulsions are prohibited by law

and that each case is examined and decided individually;

b) Ensure that expulsions may only be carried out following

a decision by a competent authority, in accordance with

the law, and that the decision and the stated reasons are com-
municated to the migrant worker concerned in a language that
he or she understands, and in writing;

c) Take appropriate steps to inform migrant workers and mem-
bers of their families of their rights in a deportation procedure,

to submit evidence as to why they should not be expelled
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and to have their case reviewed by a competent authority, inclu-
ding a competent Court of Justice;

d) Ensure migrant workers and members of their families their
right to seek a stay of the expulsion decision, pending review

by a competent authority;

e) Ensure that migrant workers and members of their families
are given the opportunity to settle claims for wages and other
entitlements due, as well as any pending liabilities.

11 Entrench a culture of zero tolerance for corruption
.and the complicity of public officials with traffickers,
including officials who demand and obtain sexual favours
from foreign female migrants, or exploit workers in vulnerable
situations in order to provide the assistance required of them
as law enforcement officials. Such cases should be prosecuted
and offenders adequately punished as deterrence in line with
part 2, article 3(1), of the Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition)
Act 2013.

Special Rappor- Recommendation
teur on trafficking

in persons, es-

pecially women

and children
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RECOMENDACIONES Y OBSERVACIONES:DE DERECHOS HUMANQOS
SOBRE 'LAS PERSONAS MIGRANTES

DATA COLLECTION AND
RESEARCH

SDG CONTENT MECHANISM TYPE DOCUMENT YEAR
CODE
1 Data collection The Committee is concerned at the lack ~ Committee on the ~ Observation - CMW/C/BLZ/CO/L - 2014
. of available official statistical data on migration, inclu- - Protection of the : :

ding irregular migrants and victims of trafficking, disaggregated  Rights of All Mi-

by sex, age, nationality and migration status. The Committee - grant Workers

is also concerned at the State party s failure to establish the ori- - and Members

gin, transit and destination of migration flows in the country, - of Their Families

as no comprehensive database on migration is currently in place
or envisaged in that regard. :

1 The Committee recommends that the State party create Committee on the Recommendation CMW/C/BLZ/CO/1 2014
.a centralized and comprehensive database on migration - Protection of the : :

which should cover all aspects of the Convention. The databa-  Rights of All Mi-
se should include qualitative and statistical data, disaggregated  grant Workers
by sex, age, nationality and migration status, so as to facili- - and Members
tate the adoption of measures for effectively implementing - of Their Families

the provisions of the Convention. The State party should ensu-
re that the database is adequately resourced and functioning,
and should seek to cooperate with its consular and diplomatic
representation abroad in order to compile data on migration

30 Data Collection and Research
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and, among other measures, endeavour to systematically eva-
luate the situation of irregular migrants and victims of trafficking
in the State party.

1 The Committee notes that human rights training pro-

. grammes have been carried out for immigration officers,
new police recruits and the Belize Defence Force, in collabora-
tion with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,
the Belize Human Rights Commission and the Red Cross, res-
pectively. However, the Committee regrets that no information
is available on migration-specific training programmes and ma-
terials on the Convention, nor on the dissemination of such
information among all relevant stakeholders, including gover-
nment bodies, domestic courts and civil society organizations.
The Committee is also concerned at the lack of information
on the existence of pre-employment or pre-departure training
programmes for migrant workers.

1 The Committee recommends that the State party:

.a) Ensure that migration-specific human rights training
programmes are available for all public officials working in the
area of migration, in particular immigration officers, law-enfor-
cement officers and defence forces, as well as judges, prose-
cutors, relevant consular officers, civil servants, local officials
and social workers;

b) Work in close collaboration with civil society organizations
and the media, in order to disseminate information about

and promote the Convention, including through the media;

c) Take further steps to ensure access by migrant workers to in-
formation and guidance on their rights under the Convention
in all commonly used languages in the country, in particular
through orientation courses or seminars prior to employment
or departure.

11 . Step up efforts to raise awareness amongst the general
population of all forms of trafficking in persons, inclu-
ding domestic servitude, forced labour and sexual exploitation,
through the dissemination of information on human trafficking
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and migrant smuggling as well as on the Trafficking in Persons
(Prohibition) Act 2013 and the Commercial Sexual Exploitation
of Children (Prohibition) Act 2013. Information should be made
available in print in Creole, English, Hindi, Mandarin and Spani-
sh. This will enhance community participation and involvement
in the identification of cases of trafficking in persons, as well

as the rejection of practices and values that encourage child
prostitution and trafficking for sexual exploitation.

1 While welcoming the enactment of the Trafficking in Per-
. sons Prohibition Act of 2013, which repealed the Traffic-
king Persons Prohibition Act of 2009, with a view to introducing

stiffer penalties for trafficking in persons and related offences,
the Committee remains concerned at the prevalence of traffic-
king in persons and that the State party remains both a country
of destination and transit. The Committee is also concerned

at the lack of disaggregated data on the progress made to com-
bat trafficking in persons, and the lack of information on training
programmes for judicial officers and law enforcement person-
nel on trafficking in persons since the Covenant came in force
for the State party (art. 8).

1 The State party should provide data on the magnitude

. Of the problem of human trafficking in the State party
which should be disaggregated by age, sex and ethnic origin,
and should also focus on trafficking flows from, to and in transit
through its territory. The State party should train its police offi-
cers, border personnel, judges, lawyers and other relevant per-
sonnel in order to raise awareness of this phenomenon and the
rights of victims. Furthermore, the State party should ensure that
all perpetrators of trafficking in persons are investigated, pro-
secuted, and if convicted, adequately sanctioned, and should
guarantee that adequate protection, reparation and compensa-
tion are provided to the victims.

and children

Human Rights Observation
Committee
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RECOMENDACIONES Y OBSERVACIONES DE DERECHOS HUMANOS
SOBRE LAS PERSONAS MIGRANTES

CONSTITUTIONAL AND
LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK

SDG CONTENT MECHANISM TYPE DOCUMENT YEAR
CODE
4 The State party should: * Human Rights " Recommendation  CCPRIC/BLZICO/UADDL 2018
.a) provide the Refugee Eligibility Committee and the - Committee : : E

Refugee Department with sufficient resources to carry out their
mandates properly and to reduce the important asylum claim
backlog;

b) take all measures to ensure a speedy and fair asylum adjudi-
cation process, including through the approval without delay
of all cases approved by the Refugee Eligibility Committee;

c) repeal section 8 (1) of the Refugees Act, meanwhile refrai-
ning from detaining and deporting individuals who claim to fear
returning to their country of origin without first ensuring access
to a proper substantive review of their claim; and

d) bring its legislation and practices relating to immigration de-
tention into compliance with articles 9 and 10 of the Covenant,
taking into account the Committee s general comment No. 35,
including by ensuring that detained immigrants, whenever their
detention is justified as reasonable, necessary and proportiona-
te, are segregated from convicted criminals.

33 Constitutional and Legislative Framework
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No SDG
linked yet
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linked yet
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79 2 Comprehensively revise the migration and asylum
- legislation in order to align it with human rights
obligations and international standards and remove from it any
discriminatory provision on any grounds (Honduras).

O The Committee regrets the lack of information on me-
. asures taken to ensure that the provisions set forth

in the Convention are effectively incorporated into the domestic

legislation.

O The Committee urges the State party to take the neces-
. sary steps to ensure that its national laws and policies
are in line with the provisions of the Convention and other inter-

national human rights treaties.

1 The Committee notes that the State party is a party to a

.number of International Labour Organization (ILO) instru-
ments but that it has not acceded to its Minimum Wage Fixing
Convention, 1970 (No. 131); Safety and Health in Construction
Convention, 1988 (No. 167); Private Employment Agencies
Convention, 1997 (No. 181); Domestic Workers Convention,
2011 (No. 189); and Migrant Workers (Supplementary Provisions)
Convention, 1975 (No. 143).

1 The Committee urges the State party to:

.a) Repeal all discriminatory provisions regarding entry
of migrant workers into the State party contained in section 5 (1)
of Chapter 156 of the Immigration Act (2000);
b) Bring the laws and practice regarding entry of migrant wor-
kers and members of their families in line with article 8, paragra-
ph 1, of the Convention, so as to ensure that permission for a
migrant worker to enter the State party is not restricted, unless
deemed necessary for the protection of national security, public
order, health or morals, in accordance with the rights set forth
in the Convention;
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c) Ensure the right to privacy of all migrant workers and mem-
bers of their families wishing to enter the country, in accordan-
ce with article 14 of the Convention;

d) Ensure that no medical examination is required on the basis
of discriminatory grounds, including non-risk health or medical
conditions, physical or psychosocial disability, real or perceived
HIV/AIDS status or other communicable disease, sex work or se-
xual orientation or gender identity;

e) Remove all restrictions on the rights of children of migrant
workers based on the particular status or condition of their parents.

2 The Committee notes with interest the Ombudsman Committee on the = Observation
.Act (2000), which confers investigative powers on the Protection of the

Ombudsperson. However, the Committee is concerned about Rights of All Mi-

the selection criteria and dismissal procedures of the Ombuds- grant Workers

person and the prohibition to initiate proceedings or submit and Members

the Ombudsperson to the direction or control of any person of Their Families

or authority. The Committee is also concerned that:
a) The Ombudsman Act does not include a comprehensive
mandate pertaining to the rights of migrant workers;

2 The Committee urges the State party to: Committee on the =~ Recommendation
.a) Provide the Office of the Ombudsperson with a broad = Protection of the
mandate to effectively promote and protect the rights of mi- Rights of All Mi-

grant workers and members of their families under the Conven- — grant Workers
tion, in full compliance with the Paris Principles (General Assem- ~ and Members
bly resolution 48/134, annex); of Their Families
b) Amend the Ombudsman Act (2000) to ensure that any action

taken by members of the Belize Defence Force or falling under

the Belize Defence Act can be effectively investigated by the

Ombudsperson, and that no migrant worker is left outside

of the protection of law whenever the Belize Defence Force

may be in charge of his or her expulsion or deportation from

the State party.

2 The Committee is also concerned about provisions Committee on the = Observation
.in the Immigration Act (2000) that allow for the collecti- = Protection of the
ve expulsion of irreqular migrants. Rights of All Mi-

grant Workers
and Members
of Their Families
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3 The Committee recommends that the State party take

. all necessary measures to put in place a legal framework
for expulsion procedures, in accordance with the provisions
of the Convention and the Committee s general comment
No. 2 on the rights of migrant workers in an irregular situation
and members of their families, with regard to the fulfilment
of the non-refoulement principle.

4 The Committee likewise requests the State party to dis-

.seminate the Convention and the present concluding
observations widely, including to public agencies, the judiciary,
non-governmental organizations and other members of civil
society, so as to increase awareness thereof among judicial,
legislative and administrative authorities, civil society and the
public in general.

8 Take proactive measures to establish bilateral agree-

. ments with countries of origin, especially those wi-
thin the subregion of Central America, to address the issue
of irregular migration, safe returns and greatly enhance safe
migration options. Cooperation should be established with
the governments and embassies of other countries, especially
China and India, to combat migrant smuggling and trafficking
in persons, including for labour exploitation.

9 O Reconsider the restrictive immigration policy that

. further compounds the problem of human trafficking
and undermines efforts to combat and prevent human traffic-
king. Urgently establish a separate migrant holding facility. Take
all necessary measures to avoid double victimization of those
subjected to trafficking and subsequently detained as irregular
migrants. Amend relevant laws to decriminalize irreqular mi-
grants, especially those who are the victims of trafficking.

:|_O Scale up the training of law enforcement agents,
.including the police, immigration and customs offi-
cers and labour inspectors, and, more importantly, ensure their

retention for a reasonable number of years with appropriate
career incentives, in order to enhance capacity to ensure con
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tinuity in their work of identification and investigation of cases
of trafficking in persons. This could be achieved in cooperation
with United Nations agencies, funds or programmes.

9 9 Adjust immigration laws to international standards

. to which Belize is a party, to avoid discrimination
against vulnerable groups in particular persons with cognitive
disabilities and LGBT (Colombia);

1 The Committee takes note that certain individuals in the
. State party have instituted proceedings challenging
the constitutionality of section 53 of the Criminal Code, which
prohibits same sex relations, and of section 5(1)(e) of the Immi-
grations Act, which includes homosexuals on the list of pro-
hibited persons for purposes of immigration. The Committee
further notes that as such these matters are sub-judice. Howe-
ver, it is concerned that the State party lacks any constitutio-
nal or statutory provision expressly prohibiting discrimination
on grounds of sexual orientation or gender identity. The Com-
mittee is further concerned at reports of violence against
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) persons (arts. 2,
12 and 26).

13 The Committee takes note that certain individuals in the
. State party have instituted proceedings challenging

the constitutionality of section 53 of the Criminal Code, which
prohibits same sex relations, and of section 5(1)(e) of the Immi-
grations Act, which includes homosexuals on the list of pro-
hibited persons for purposes of immigration. The Committee
further notes that as such these matters are sub-judice. Howe-
ver, it is concerned that the State party lacks any constitutio-
nal or statutory provision expressly prohibiting discrimination
on grounds of sexual orientation or gender identity. The Com-
mittee is further concerned at reports of violence against
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) persons (arts. 2,
12 and 26).
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1 The Committee is concerned at reports that the Eligibi- Human Rights Observation
. lity Committee that was mandated to conduct refugee Committee

status determination (RSD) is non-operational and that the last

RSD exercise was conducted in 1997. The Committee is concer-

ned that as a result of the non-existence of an asylum screening

system and the alleged reluctance by authorities of the State

party to consider claims for protection, persons facing a real risk

of treatment inconsistent with articles 6 and 7 of the Covenant

are in danger of refoulement (arts. 6, 7 and 13).

1 The State party should re-establish a mechanism for refu- - Human Rights Recommendation

. gee status determination. The State party should observe = Committee
its obligation to respect the principle of non-refoulement.
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1 The Committee notes that the State party has not made
. the declarations provided for in articles 76 and 77 of

the Convention recognizing the competence of the Committee

to receive and consider communications from States parties

and individuals.

1 The Committee encourages the State party to consider
. making the declarations provided for in articles 76 and
77 of the Convention, as soon as possible.

1 The Committee invites the State party to consider acce-
.ding to ILO Minimum Wage Fixing Convention, 1970 (No.
131); Safety and Health in Construction Convention, 1988 (No.
167); Private Employment Agencies Convention, 1997 (No. 181);
Domestic Workers Convention, 2011 (No. 189); and Migrant
Workers (Supplementary Provisions) Convention, 1975 (No. 143).
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4 The Committee requests the State party to involve civil

. Society organizations more closely in the implementa-
tion of recommendations contained in the present concluding
observations.

4 The Committee recommends that the State party avail

. itself of international assistance, including technical
assistance, to develop a comprehensive programme for the
implementation of the above recommendations and the Con-
vention as a whole. The Committee also calls upon the State
party to continue its cooperation with the specialized agencies
and programmes of the United Nations system.

4 The Committee draws the State party s attention to its

.harmonized treaty-specific guidelines (CMW/C/2008/1)
and reminds it that periodic reports should be in compliance
with the guidelines and not exceed 21,200 words (General
Assembly resolution 68/268). In the event that a report ex-
ceeding the established word limit is submitted, the State
party will be asked to shorten the report in accordance with
the above-mentioned guidelines. If the State party is not in a
position to review and resubmit the report, translation of the
report for purposes of examination by the treaty body cannot
be guaranteed.

4 The Committee requests the State party to ensure

. the wide participation of all ministries and public bodies
in the preparation of its next periodic report (or replies to the list
of issues, in the case of the simplified reporting procedure) and,
at the same time, to consult broadly with all relevant stakehol-
ders, including civil society, migrant workers and human rights
organizations.

9 9 6Ratn‘y the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Sta-
telessness (Paraguay);
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